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it in circulation in this corner of the
kingdom, while we have it. Our
alarming situation has arrested the at-
tention of many enlightened and patri-
otic statesmer in  different parts of
the "ritish Empire. When they have
exposed errors, and offered many use-
ful lessons for our instruction, shall
we then disregard such important ad-
movition, and by pariing with what
gold remains amsongst us, assist in_hur-
rying on all the evils of an inordinate
issue of paper money ¢ J. b

To the Editor of the Belfust Magazine.

Y inquiry respecting an Ink that
will stand the operation of
aching, through the ditierent pro-
05, when the oxy-muriatic acid is
used, stiil remains without a satisfac-
tory answer. Tobe complete, it must
resist the eperation of the alkalies
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which are used in the first processes
of bleaching, and of the oxy-muriates,
used in the latter stages.  Your corres-
ondent, Tyro, suggests printers’ ink.
t will, however, not answer, for even
a weak alkaline solution discharges it.
I particularly solicit practical informa-
tion on the subject.

Weavers are in the practice of some-
times marking the progress of their
work in a manner which is found to
stand the operation of all the ditfer-
ent processes of bleaching. And I
have understood the instrument they
use is a piece of the grey willow, made
black in the fire, and then dipped in
butter,

Might we not, from this circum-
stance, geta hint for making a perma-
nent ink ¢ In this case the component
articles appear to be carbon and oil,
perhaps combined with the peculiar
matter of the grey willow.

A LINENDRAPER.

]

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF DISTINGUISHED PERSONS.

THE HISTORY OF HAROUN AL-
RASCHID,

HE name of Haroun Al-raschid

is so familiax to most readers, that
a compilation, purporting to relate
the principal events of his life, might
scem at hrst to require an apology.
On perusal, however, it will be found,
that the Haroun Al-raschid of history
ditfers much from the facetious night-
wanderer of Oviental romance, and
that most of what is detailed of him by
the bistorians of his reign, will present
bim ina point of view essentialiy dif-
ferent trom that in which we are ac-
customed to behoid him. If we chuse
to moralise on the matter, we may
reflect on the falseliood of those names
too frequently bestowed on Kkings,
which may have flattered their own
blind vanity, but have afterwards ac-
companied their character downwards
through time, with alt the damning ef-
feet of sneering irony: tor Al-vaschid,
or the just, scems to have been little
deserved by this prince, who appears
to have acted, in most instances, with
the unteeling caprice of a despot, and
not with the mature deliberation of

one, who strove to award to all their
due.

In the year of the Hegira 100, which
answers to 718 of our era, Mahomet,
great grandsou of Abbas, the uncle of
the impostor Mahomet, laid cluim to
the hhalifat, then in the possession of
Omar H, His attempt succeeded, and
he became the founder of the Abba-
side race, which maintained their sway
through a series of 37 Khalifs and a
period of nearly 500 years.

Haroun Al—]guschid was the fifth
Khalif of this race, and succeeded
his brother Hadi according to the ap-
pointment of their father Mahadi.
This appointinent seems to have been
unpleasing to Hadi; who acted on
every occasion toward Haroun, so as
to testify his displeasure, and in some
instances displayed great meanness of
disposition, Mahadi had Jeft to Ha-
roun, as a pledge of the succession to
which he had appointed him in the
event of bis brother’s death, a remark-
ably handsome ruby set 'in a ring.
T'his the Khalif wished much to get
from Haroun, and sent an eunuch to
demand it of him. Haroun was walk-
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ing on the bank of the Tigris, when
the messenger came. 'The demand
enraged him, he reproached his bro-
ther with injustice, in sceking to wrest
from him the only thing of value,
which remained to him out of %iis fu-
ther’s possession, while he.h'lmsc)f_wu's in
possession of such extensive territories,
and such vast treasures.  He then pull-
ed off the ring, and threw it into the
river. Haroun, after his accesston to
the Khalifat, bethought himself of
the ring, and sent some divers to search
where he had thrown it in; the at-
tempt was successful; for the first
thing the divers met with was the
ring ; and this was regarded as a pre-
sage of good fortune in his ensuing
reign.

Hadi did not confine himself to those
petty mortifications of his brother; he
eudeavoured to set aside his father’s
appointment relative to Haroun, and
substitute his own son Giafar; but
death put an end to ali his plans, abeut
five months after the transaction of the
ring. Aiter his death, Giafar made
some efforts to obtain the power, but
the party of Haroun proved so formi-
dable, that he thought it advisable to
vield his pretensions with the best
grace he could, and Haroun quietiy
ascended the throne, i the year of
the Hegira, 170. While in a private
station, and exposed to danger as well
as mortifications from his brother,
Haroun had vowed a piigrimage to
Me-:ca, in case he should be delivered
from his difficulties. After he had ob-
tained the supreme power, he consult-
ed with his courtiers on the propriety
of adhering to his vow; they unani-
mously declared it not binding on himn.
I'be doctors of their law being con-
sulted, were as unanimous in maintain-
ing the opposite opmion; he bowed
to the decision of the latter, and set
out on fvot from Bagdad in the year of
thellegira, 179, Particular attention was
paid to the accornmodation of the noble
pilgrim, and it issaid, that the roads
were strewn with tapestry, and the
most valuable stuffs, A person at-
tended as he was, and protected from
all the difficulties and distresses of the
journey, can scarcely be said to have
travelled as a pilgrim; and in fact his
pilgrimage is unmarked by a single
incident or circunstance worth no-
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tice, if we except his meeting with
Ben Adhem, whose character and per-
formances, as a pilgrim, form asingular
contrast to those of Haroun. IFrom
his carliest youth he had devoted him-
self to religious pursuits, and at
the proper age enrolled himselfamong
the Sofis, or religious, under the direc-
tion of Fodhail at Mecca. He un-
dertook to perform his pilgrimage
thither, under a vow of passing the
desert alone, and ‘without any store
of provisions, making a thousand genu-
flexions at the end of every mile. This
journey, it issaid, occupied him twelve
years, during which time, the Arab
historians say, he was often tempted
by evil spirirs.

The Kbhalif, on their meeting, sa-
luted hiin, and asked how he did.
Adhem’s reply was an Arabic quota-
tion to the tollowing effect....

“ With worldly rags we eke Religion’s
garb;
Vain toil | which only to destroy it tends !
Happy, whose master is the Almighty
God,
Whose worldly mammon makes him
heavenly friends 1

Mecca, whither the Khalif was pro-
ceeding, is situated in the midst of an
extensive stony plain, which is bound-
ed at the distance of about three miles
by some mountains, in which a grotto
named from KEve, attracts the reve-
rence of the Mussulmen. There is
another mountain to the South of it,
where Mabomet hid himself when he
had been driven out of Mecca, and
had resolved on sixing himself at Me-
dina, whence came the zra of the
Hegira, or flight, dated from this time,

All Mussulmen are bound to visit
this city once in their lives, either
i person or by proxy : and the princi
pal objects ot their reverence are the
Cuabah, or square building, supposed
to have been built by Abraham, the
Zenezem, or the well shown by the
angel to Hagar in the wilderness, and
the black Stone.

The Khalif in due order approached
the Caabah on his knees, kissed the
threshold uunder which was buried a
fragment of the revered black Stone,
drank abundantly of the Zenezem,
which imparts wisdom, wit, valour,
and every desirable qualification to
those who driuk plentitully, and most
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reverently kissed a thousand times
the wondvous Stone, which has the
guality of swimming in water, though
sometimes it is so heavy as to be
immoveable by the unifed force of
men and beasts; he was the lust
Khalif who performed these Loty
rites.

Haroun, before his departure, had
taken the illustrious family of the Bar-
mecides under his patronage. Abu Ali
Jahia, who had been his preceptor,
was endowed with every civil and
military qualification, His four sons
were equally conspicuous for virtues
and talents.” Jahia, the father, was
appointed  Vizir, and Giafar, who
appears to have been the eldest son,
was chosen to the coniidential post
of instructor and governor of the
youpg Khalif Almamon, the second
son of Haroun, whom in a manner si-
milar to that in whick bimself had
been appointed by his father Mahadi,
he ordered to be recognized as even-
tual successor of his eldest son,
Mohammed,  afterwards named Al
2min.

The Grecian empire, which was
about this time under the Sway of
the empress Irene, was tribulary to
the Khalifate: but Irene baving been
dethroned, her successor Nicephorus
zhought it unbecoming his dignity to
ray this tribute, or perhaps conceived,
that the refusal to pay it would pro-
cure pepularity for him among his
subjects, or still more probably, mo-
ved thereto by unprincipled folly.

His method of declaring his inten-
tions, displaved braggart insolence: he
cent o positive refusal of the tribute,
in place of which he presented by
embassadors sent for the purpose, some
swords. HMaroun cnt them intwo with
his own sword in their presence with
the greatest ease, thus showing how
little be regarded this covered decla-
ration of war, and without awaiting an

open avowal of what was plainly in- 7

tended, he flew like an eagle tothe
gates of Constantinople, and took the
city of Heraclea. Not content with
tiiis he assaulted the empivein various
parts, until he compelled Nicephorus
to sue in the most abject terms for
a peace, which be forced him to pur-
chase at a very dearrate.. Feturn-
ed his arms ugainst Egypt, which
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he subdued : ~he was induced to ]
from an abhprrencg_ of the pride apq
blasphemy of the King of Egypt, wh,
commanded his subjects to look o
Lim as their master and their Gog
In contrast to this, Haroun resolyed
un appointing the meanest of is slaye;
as gouvernor of that country, He
chose for this purpose one Hozaih, g
Iithiopian, in proof of whose igno-
rance and stupidity the following anec-
doteis related.  ‘The Egyptians con.
plained to him of a heavy loss they
had sutfered in their cotton, which hag
been usually sown on the Dbanks of
the Nile, and at this time bad been
carried away by an unexpected flogd,
“Well” said be, “why did you net
sow woel :”  Most of the transactions
of this prince, whether foreign o
domestic, beneficent or vindictive,mark
the impetuosity, precipitancy and
caprice observable in the conduct ¢f
almost all, who have been cursed with
the gift of despotic power. His wars
were begun on slight provocations,
entered ou with haste, and broughs
to a precipitate conclusion. His be-
netits were given profusely : good sense
was often seen to guide his conduct
and answers, while at other times he
seems the sport of the most inferna]
passions.  Of prudence, thefollowingis
an instance : s son Amin demanded
the punishinent of a man, who had spo-
ken disrespectfully of his mother: (ha
Khalif, having weighed the matter,
replied, ““*My son, I advise you to
pardon the man: this would be the
action, as. it Is the dety of a great
prince: but if you cannot repress yous
desire of revenge, do you say a
much evilof his mother, as he has of
yours.” .

But this period of his reign is indelis
bly disgraced by an act of the most ca-
pricious cruelty 3 an act, in which ng
limits were set o his rage ; but the in
nocentand the guilty alike involved iy
destruction stand recorded in history,
as an instance of the effects of despotic
power, in aggravating the evil disposi-
tions of man,

An offence of the most venial kind,
if indeed ‘it could be called an offence,
was committed : and this, which slwtgl«!
have been pardoned, was visited with
the most dreadful punishment extended
even Lo those, who knew not of the of
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fence ; and what brings Al-Raschid un.
der heavier condemnation is, that his
repentance isno where reg:ordedu The
wansaction shall speak for itself,.and
perhaps will set forth the injustice and
cruelty of the Khalif more strongly,
than anv comment however forcible.
Giafar, one of the four sons of Jabia
Ren Barmek, was the chief favourite of
Iaroun ; he was raised by him to the
dignity of Vizir, and not only possessed
the influence consequent on the post,
but was able to resign the post in favour
of one of his brothers, and still main-
tain his influence with the Khalif, Qf
his power there i a strik'mg proof in
the following cccurrence,  Abdulma-
fek Haschemdwas 2 near relation to the
Khalif, but not in the enjoyment of his
favour, he ﬂpp!ied'to _Giaf.’m', lament-
ing his less of the Khalif’s favour, that
ke was deeply in debt to sowme who
were pressing bim for a payment he
was uunable to make, and that his son,
ziow grown up, had no employment a-
bout the court.” Giafar having heard
his complaints, assured him, that the
Khalifshould theficeforward behoid him
with favour, pay his debts, and give his
daughter i inarriage to Abdalmalek’s
son, with thie government of Euxvpt as
ker dowry. Oue who heard thexe pro-
mises, thought thent so far beyoind his
power, great as it was knows to be, ag
to suppose he had heated himself
with wine, and that when e cooled,
they would be forgotten: but to the
surprize of all on the following day,
Haroun publicly declared, that fie
would punctually perform every thing,
that bad been promised in his name.
Nor was this more than was due to Gi-
afar for his past faithful and zealous ser-
vices, as a minister ¢ although his mer-
its in this way, seem to huve been conr-
paratively small, when compared with
theexqrcise of his superior understand-
ingand penetration in cases requiring
the greatest promptitude and presence
of mind. An instance of this is on re-
cord, which at once displays the strange
inconsistency of 1laroun, the despotism
of his power, and Giafar's presence of
mind. © A Jewisl astrologer, had pre-
dicted, that Haroun should die in the
following yeur : Giafar found the prince
In deep melancholy on having heard
the prediction, and imving sent for the
Jew immediately, he ashed him what
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he thonght as to the length of his own
lite: Fhe Jew replied, thathis horescope
portended a leng life.  Giafar advised
the Khalif to order the immediate ex-
ecution of ‘the Jew: the order was
prompty  performed, and the Khalig
restored to peace of mind,  The manv
great services performed by Giafar for
the Khalif should. have commanded
some return; but the relief this last
must have brought to his. mind, when
labouring under the pain of fear and
dejection, we might expect to find re-
paid iuthe most grateful manner, and
a lively affection to take possession of

Cthe Kimlits heart, w0 as to.exclude

every unkind thought.

Fur different was the return.  Giafar
togetherwithhis other qualitications, pos-
sessed in un eminent degree, the graces
ofcouversation : Haroun had therefined
taste that can prize and enjoy those gra-
ces: heof course devoted much of his
leisure to this enjoyment. His favou-
rite sister was Abassa, whose society
he was desirous of enjoying at the same
time ; but the customs of the Persians,
enjoining the strictest retirement on the
females, and muking them inaccessible
to any males, except their nearest refu-
tions, made this mmpracticable, To
gratify two wishes equally strong, he
resolved an giving his sister in marriage
to Criafar, that so be might without in-
terruption eujoy the society of both.
In the true spirit however, of one, who
consults his own gratification only, he
subjected their union to the painful con-
dition of their strictly abstaining from
every intercourse, except what mighe
take place in his presence. Giafar and
Abassa weve both beautiful and young ;
ardent and mutual love was the neces-
sary consequence of free intercourse
between them: and love triumphed
over their prudence and broke through
the painful condition.  Abassa becamne
amother; but the child was conveyed
away sosecretly, that Haroun was igno-
rant of the whole transaction, #ill inform-
ed by a perfidious slave. Haroun made
the necessary inquiries, and when he
was fully informed, he resolved on des-
troying Giafar, and not content with
that, he resoived to destroy his family
and relations, numerous as they were.

‘The Avabian historian of the Barme-
cides, according to the superstition of
wven the learned wnong that people,
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relates, that Giafar, designing, a little
before he was surprized by deathr to vi-
sit the Khalf, consulted his epheme-
rides for a favourable time. le was
then in his own house, which was situate
on the banks of the Tigris; and while
he was engaged in calculation, a man,
who did pot see him, passing by in a
boat, recited some Arabie verses to lhe
‘ollowing purpose.

Man seeks to stars for guidance on his

way ;
Their vale is God, whose. will must evcr
sway.
Giafar on hearing these words threw
bis ephemerides aud astrolabe to the
ground and mounted his horse to go
to the palace, where he was 'shor}ly
after’ put to death. In considering
this dismal tragedy we shall search in
vain for any extenuating circum-
stance : Haroun was acquainted with the
birth of Giafar’s child before he set out
on his pilgrimage, and on his arrival
at Mecca, whither he was informed it
had been conveyed, he searched for it,
but fortunately in vain, as it had been
sent away into Remen.* On his re-
turn from pilgrimage he went to Anbar,
whether Giatar accompanied him, and
immediately on his arrival, dispatch-
ed a messenger secretly to Bagdat
with orders to have the Barmecides,
Jakia, the father of Giafar, and his
three sons thrown into prison. This
order was executed without the know-
ledge of Giafar, on whom Haroun in
the mean time lavished more than ordi-
nary caresses. At last, on the first day
of the month, Sefer, inthe year 187
of the Hegira, Haroun commanded
one of his officers, named Jasser, to
bring him the head of Giafar. ‘The
officer entered Giafar’s house, and in
a rude manner signified to him the
Khalif’s order. ¢ Return,” said Gia-
far, without showing any emotion,

* Or Arabia felix,

* The account given by Abulfarage of
thiswhole transaction, as well as wany.
other particulars ot the Khalif’s eonduct,
differs from what isrelated above. He says
Giafar bad twins by Abassa: that Haroun
had Abassa thrown alive jnto a well, and
when he sent for, and had looked at the
twins, he buarst into tears, and ordered
them alsoto be thrown inte the well,
which was then stopped up.
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¢ perhaps Haroun has given this or-
der while heated with wine : tell him
?'ou have executed his command : if
ie repent, I shall save my life; if
riot, my head is always ready.”

Jasser not being quite content with
this expedient, Giater went with him
to the door of the Khalit’sapartment,
and said to bim, “Go in, and tell
him, you have brought my heud, but
have left it outside.” Jassa did so;
but as soon as he had said so, the
Khalit ordered him to bring the head
quickly into his: presence: on this
the Officer went out, and cut off
the head of Giafar, which he threw
at the feet of the Khalif.

This bloody scene was no sooner
finished, than he ordered Jasser to call
certain persons, whom he named.
Jasser obeyed; when they entered,
Haroun said to them, ¢ cut of that
mau’shesd: for I cannot bear the mur-
derer of Giafar in my presence.”

Thus periched, by the most ca-
pricious cruelty, a man, who was the
ornament and 1dol of his age. . Of his
generosity there is a pleasing trait
on record. A person presented to hiny,
for sale a female slave, whom Giaiar
found so attractive, that he gave at
once the price demanded for her,
which was 40 000, crowns. “Lhe girl
seemed, to feel much anguish, and,
in a voice -expressive of the agony
she suffered, ““do you not,” said she to
the person who was selling her, «“do
you not remember the promise you
so0 often made, that you would never sell
me” . Giafar, instantly on hearing
this pathetic appeal, said to the seller,
« Bring me evidence, that this girl is
free and that you have married her,
and 1 shall bestow oun you the mo-
ney | have now given you.”

The memory of the family thus
cruelly cut off, was dear te the people,
and the conviction of this, urged Har-
oun o the puerile revenge of making
it death for any person to menticn
them in any manner whatsoever. Oue
person, an old man, named Mondir,
was found courageous enough to des-
pise this threat, and was in the habit
of taking his station daily on a smalil
emineuce betore one of the ruined
bouses of the tamily. ‘Lhere, as from
a rostrum, he entertained the pas-
sengers with  details of the worthy
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actions of these nobles, and formally
delivered their panegyric. 'T'he Kha-
lif, on information of this boldness,
ordered the man to be _brought be-
fore him, and sentenced him to death.
Aondir received his sentence with
appurentsati‘nmgtwu, tmd_ only begged
the favour of being permitted to speak
two words before his execution.
CTlas favour was granted to bimng
but the two words extended into a
iong discourse, in which he extolled
the obligations he owed to the Bur-
mecides with such force of eloquence,
that the Whalif, who had beard him
at first with impatience, was moved,
and not only gave him his life, but
presented him with a gold plate from
his table.  Mondir, on receiving this
valuable gift, bowed himself to the
ground before the Khalif according
to custom, saying, however, <“Here is
an additional favour I owe the Barme-
cides™. :

Before this time Haroun had decla-
red his eldest son Mohammid Al-amin
his successor ; and now he appointed his
second son Al-mamon successor to him.

In 102 of the Hegira he was at Rac-
cah in Mesopotamia, where he was'em-
ployed in preparihg to suppress a rebel-
iton, that had becn excited inthat neigh-
bourhood. Here he was very much a-
larmed by a dream, in which he thought
he saw & hand, which hekl aliove his
head a handful of red earth, and, at the
same time, that he heard. the voice of
sonie one distinctly pronounce the fol-
lowing words, < this is the earth, in
which Haroun shail be buried;” thul le
thereupon asked, where the barial-
piace should be, and that The suine voice
answered, ““at Thous.

Haroun awoke very much- terrified
by this dream, and fell nto profound
melancholy @ I physician, Gabriel,

a christian by professton, perceived it,

and asked the cause.  The Khalif re-
counted to him the substance of the
aream ; the physician teld him what is
usual in such cases, that dreams are but
funcies produced by the fumes, which
the hurours of the body send to the
brain, that there was no necessity for
distressing his mind, and that the anx-
1ety oceasioned by the preparations he
was making to sippress the rebellion,
contributed to this fancy : and he pre-
scribed diversions as the best means for
dissipating this uneasiness,

BELFAST MAG. NO. IIi.
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The Khalifin compliance with this
advice, ordered a magnificent festival
whichwas continued for some days, and
thus got rid of his melaucholy. At the
conclusion of the festival, he put him-
self at the head of his army, and had
arrived in the province ot Glorgian,
when he was attacked by a sickness
which at first seemed trifling,

As the country of Giorgian was
somewhat troubled, he resolved to pass
to the province of Khorasan, that he
might enjoy the repose, his situation
required.  When he arrived at a place
called Thous, feeling his malady en-
crease, he sent forGabritl, and reminded
him of what he had told himat Raccah.
“Well”continued he ¢ we are now at the
Thous, where I shall be interred+ send
ohe of my eunuchs to look for a hand-
ful of the earth from some place round
the town.” His confidential cunuech
Mesrour, went ior some, and presented
it, red as it was with his arm halfsteip-
ped. MHaroun nosconersaw it, than he
exclaimed, ¢ there is the earth, aud
therethe very arm I saw in my dream.”
Terror seized his mind immediately,
and he expired three days after,

Thus died a man, through fear of
death, which he had often confionted
in the field, during a life cheguered
with inconsistencies. He was deeply
versed in learning and the sciences, set
absurdiy addicted to judicial astreleay.,
He cultivated his niind, and waus a pa-
tron of lewrned men s yet was ferocious
aud tyrannical.  He selected men of
learning tor his advisers, in their res-
pective depurtmcuts, andeven prescrin-
ed to thewn with judgment the mauner
in which they should propose their ad-
vice., As to dAsmai, a celebrated doc-
tor of the luw, he said, € do got instrivc
me in public; nor be too  pressug
with your advice in private : in generai
wait Tor v asking it, and be satisfied
with o brief precise answer to my
questions.

Jeware of uitempuing o
cltain any infiuence over e with the
view of acquiring authority,” ¢,
Yet his conduct proves his wisidom
merelv the wisdom of
aht to resist the tempest
anx, and while his showy
gualiications have gven a seiliblaes
of foundation for his pe
who lock beyond the surfue
will stamp lis conduct wi
reprobation. o
pd

words, too
of his pas
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